
Pastor’s page: It all begins with Jesus 

      At first the followers of Jesus of Nazareth understood him to be a holy man and a 
prophet like the ancient prophets. He was announcing as John the Baptist had, the coming 
of a new rule of God; that he uniquely called the ‘kingdom of God’. Becoming a member of 
this kingdom meant a complete change of heart and mind. One had to enter into the 
compassionate heart of God. “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.” (Mark 1. 14) 

      Jesus took the initiative. He was unlike traditional rabbis who waited for disciples to 
come to them. “And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’” 
And immediately they left their nets and followed him. Why did the disciples respond with 
such urgency and immediacy to the voice of this wandering preacher? What was missing in 
their lives? Were they curious about this holy man whose reputation had preceded him? 
Did they desire to learn more of the Torah, having heard that Jesus spoke with authority? 
Were they drawn by the stories of wonders and miracles that he had worked? Were they 
hoping that he was the one who would set Israel free from Roman oppression as a violent 
revolutionary? Whatever was happening within their hearts, they left everything and 
followed him down the road.  

      The men and women who were drawn to this charismatic prophet developed an 
intimacy with him that led them deep into friendship and enduring love. Clearly he was 
God’s man, a kind of ‘broker’ for their patron Yahweh. He spoke with such authority out 
debating the best and brightest, the elite and learned in the Jewish establishment. He dared 
to claim a unique intimacy with God, referring to the Creator of the universe as his Father 
(Abba) and teaching his disciples to address God similarly. He had a special love for the 
poorest in society and those considered outside the law; sharing meals with them in the 
homes of the educated and powerful. “I have not called the self righteous; but sinners to 
repentance”. He forgave sins, implicitly claiming by doing so that he was equal to God - 
who alone in the Scriptures can forgive the sinner. He raised the dead by a simple 
command, and he had power over all the forces of nature, multiplying loaves and fishes 
and calming the winds and the waves as he walked upon them. 

      But it was only after the resurrection that his followers realized he was more than a 
prophet and a holy man. “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 
Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for ghost does not 
have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his feet.” (Luke 24.38-40) 

      It all began with Jesus of Nazareth. Once we encounter the Lord, present to us in 
prayer and the sacraments, especially at Mass, we will fall in love with him and will never 



be the same. The encounter begins with quieting down; opening our minds and hearts in 
prayer. We need to give God the chance to meet us. But where? 

      Here is a list of some places to allow the Lord to find you. In our parish – come to Mass 
(available daily) and the sacrament of Reconciliation; pray quietly with your Bible, 
devotional prayers, and Rosary in our St. Benedict Chapel. Outside our parish - Our Lady 
of Grace Center, Manhasset (olgmanhasset.com - 516-627-9255) overnight retreats and day 
programs of reflection. Tabor Retreat Center – Oceanside (taborretreatcenter.org - 516-
536-3004) overnight retreats and day programs. Inisfada Spirituality Center - St. Peter of 
Alcantara parish, Port Washington – (inisfadaministryprogram@gmail.com - 516-883-
2782) Special programs and presentations. The Cenacle Retreat Center – Ronkonkoma – 
(cenaclesisters.org/ronkonkoma) -631-588-8366 - Retreats, one on one spiritual direction, 
day programs for individuals and groups. The Cursillo– a weekend long Retreat held at the 
Immaculate Conception Center, Douglaston. Cursillo is for men and women, introducing 
them to Christ through prayer and small groups. www.beth1160@optonline.net  

       In our diocese – www.drvc.org The Pastoral Formation Institute for lay leadership 
formation.  

Peace, Father Bruce 
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